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PTE. CANNIFF FOSTER AND TWIN BROTHERS

Pte. Canniff Foster Killed In

Action

HAS TWO BROTHERS ON ACTIVE
SERVICE— FINE RECORD OF
HILLIER FAMILY.

There have been many instances
of splendid unselfish service on the
part of Canadians all over this coun-
try of ours since the war began but
there are few families who have
shown a finer spirit of patriotism
and loyal devotion to the Empire
than has been exhibited by the three
eldest sons of Mr. W. A. Foster of
Hillier. Of a family of four boys
only one remains at home, a young
lad of about twelve years. Two of
the boys, Sherman and Norman,
twin brothers, joined the 155th Bat-
talion in the spring of 1916 and the
eldest boy, Canniff, who has just
been killed in action, enlisted with
the 235th in November 1916, going
overseas the next year where he was
transferred to the 48th Highlanders
(134th Battalion).

Pte. C. Foster went to France in
February 1917 where he joined the
4th Canadian Mounted Rifles with
which unit his twin brothers had

been serving in France since Decem-
ber 1916.

In the recent fighting the Cana-
dian cavalry took a magnificent part,

an official report stating that the
splendid work done by our Canadian
mounted troops which resulted in

the capture of certain important
points, was responsible for the safe-

ty of Amiens. In recent despatches
some of the military writers likened
these engagements of the Canadian
cavalry to the famous charge of the
Light Brigade at Balaclava.

Shortly before enlisting Pte. C.
Foster was married to Miss Helen
Gilbert of Sydney. He was officially

reported killed in action on April
20th. Like many more of our splen-
did Canadian heroes he has given
his life for his country and the prin-
ciples which we all hold dear, and
while the deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to his wife, father, mother
and other sorrowing relatives, there
is also on the part of the entire
community hearty realization of a

deep sense of admiration for the fine
patriotic record of these three
brothers.

In the cut accompanying this ar-

ticle Pte. C. Foster recently killed in

action, is in the centre of the picture
and his twin brothers on either side.
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the Robert Simpson Company. He
is a member of the Masonic lodge,
also of the Commercial Travellers'
Association, and is highly respected
by all who know him.

"If I could have had Tanlac five
years ago," continued Mr. Brown,
"I could have saved myself not only
a world of suffering, but more than
a thousand dollars, which I paid out
for other treatment and medicines
that failed to do me any good. I

don't believe anyone ever had a
worse case of stomach trouble than
I had. In fact, I got so bad off I

was given up to die by my family
and friends, and had lost about all

hope myself of ever getting well.
Even the most dainty and delicate
dishes failed to arouse my appetite
and the least bit of food of any kind
caused me intense suffering. I

would bloat up terribly with gas, had
a mean agonizing pain in the pit of
my stomach, and was never free
from headache. No matter what I

ate my suffering was awful, and for
over nine months at one time was
on a light diet. Half the time I

couldn't put on my bpots or dress
myself, because I didn't have the
strength, and my desperate condi-
tion can be better understood when
I say that I had fallen from one hun-
dred and thirty-five pounds to only
ninety-six. I was nothing but a.

frame of skin and bones, was so ner-
vous I could hardly sleep, and felt

so irritable and bad I didn't want
anyone around me at all. Every-
thing was done for me, it seems,
that could be—X-ray photographs of
my stomach were made, stomach
pumps used and every treatment
known, but no one seemed to un-
derstand my case, and I kept getting
worse. After spending eight months
in the hospital here to no avail, I

was advised to go to Mt. Sinai Hos-
pital in New York, and I spent three
months there, but still didn't im-
prove one bit. I felt that life was g headquarters of the Great
hardly worth living, and lost all Ij PTnaHno-o ov.rl V>r.i^ no. xr\
faith in medicines. ;i

"One day while talking to my j£

brother-in-law he asked me why I J* tives from all over Eastern
didn't take Tanlac, and I said, No; 8 the Bay of Quinte fighting
I have taken enough stuff, nothing

'

"

will do me any good. But he insist-

ed until I bought a bottle, and
Providence was surely guiding me
that day, for I firmly believe that
was the move that saved my life.

the way Tan
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CANADIAN MEDICAL SERVICES

REPORT OF RADIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION

Unit

Corps

Film No.

M.F.M. 45A
3M Pads of 100—5-45 (7303)

H.Q. 1772-39-1705

Report of Radiological examination of:

Station.

Unit

Date
Radiologist
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KELVINGROVE 1

Lot number 17, on the front, or first, concession of

Ernestown, is the most easterly farm recently purchased by the

Federal Government to accommodate the new prison. The house on

this lot, nestling half way up the slope, and facing the Bay, was

long known as 'Kelvingrove ' . The name is reminiscent of bygone

days, those days of hard work and long hours, as well as of grac-

ious living. It recalls those far-off days of family worship,

luilting parties, of bees, the odor of newmown hay, the rattle

of milk pails and of cows-knee-deep in the cooling water of the

Pay.

For more than a century and for four generations, Kelvin-

grove was the home of the Forward family, and within its four

walls there grew to manhood a Supreme Court Justice of Florida,

and others of lesser f?ne--merchants, manufactures, yeomen. From

1838, when the first Forward came into possession, until about

19^2 when the last of the family died in his sleep, Kelvingrove

knew no other owners.

Farm lot 17 has a most interesting history. In the fall

of I783 j the year before the Loyalist settlement, the Township

was surveyed into lots. Since transportation by water was ti

most convenient method, the lots were narrow and long, thus giving

more settlers water frontage. Each lot of 200 acres was kkG yai

in width and a mile and three eighths in length, which, in the

vernacular of those early days, was a mile and a quarter and. a

half a quarter, or, better still, two whoops and holler. And, to

further assist the settlers, each lot was divided in two, thus

allowing twice as many settlers the privilege of living on the

B ay shore. In this event, each, man's lot was but 220 yards wide
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Kelvingrove 2

and a mile and three-eights in depth. Because of the irregular

contours of the shore, most lots on the 'Front' had additional

land between the shore and the base line. T as called the

broken front, and it meant that a settler might have several acres

in addition to his regular allowance.

location tickets were drawn from the officer's

hat, the east half of lot 1? fell to John Scout, while Geo: tig-

erhausen drew the west half. that tine, Scout married

man with one child, while :rhaussen was single. Both had been

soldiers in the Loyalist regiments and both were present at the

distribution of lots in June, 1784

.

out and family remained on the east half until the aut-

umn of 1789. On 22nd Sept. of year he signed an agreement to

sell to William Cottier, joiner, "lands an snts at Mill

Creek called No. 17, front concession, north side whereon he dwells,

for the sum of i60 to be paid on or before 1st April next ensuir
,

provided William Cottier "do not sow t 1 er-follow." On 6th

Sept., 1790, Scount gave a receipt, in full, and, according to a

record in the Ontario Land Books ,. perhaps at the insistence of his

wife, departed for the United States.

Sangerhausen also settled on his land, the west half of

the same lot. By 1795, however, he had died intestate and without

heirs, and doubtless lies buried in an unknown grave within sight

of the Bay. Nicholas Arney, a fellow Loyalist and near neighbor,

was appointed curator of his estate and, according to an agreement

dated 22 Oct., 1795, he leased the farm for a year to Moses Jacobs

who is described as a distiller. Jacobs evidently remained, in

possession until the farm was nolo. An old indenture reveals that
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Kelvingrove 3

•Nicholas Amey was authorized trustee or administrator of all

and singular the lands and tenements lying and being in the first

concession of Ernes ttown, commonly known by the name of Sanger-

hausen's farm on the west half of Lot No. 17, and by virtue of

his office did on the twenty fifth of said November set up at

publick vandue in the Dwelling House of Henry Finkle, tavernkeep-

er, in said town and then and there was adjudged by the Said

Nicholas Amey» to William Cottier, being the highes bidder, for

is** the said sum of twenty three pounds ten shillings in full sat-

isfaction as aforesaid, I do hereby acknowledge myself well and

truly paid and there of do acquit the said William Cottier, his

heirs, executors and administrators and his and their lands and

tenements.

'

However, there must have been some previous arrangement

between Cottier and Amey because, on the day previous to the public

vandue Cottier was given, by an indenture, a years owner -hip o f

this property beginning 25 Nov., 1797, 'with full rights on the

payment of one pepper corn, if demanded, on the 1st day of May

and thereby that William Cottier will be enabled to accept and

take a Grant and release of the Reversion g nd Inheritence thereof

to him and his heirs. Signed 27 February, 1798. All this would

make one believe th&t full payment of the prescribed money was

not forthcoming until the latter date, and that proof of Amey '

s

rights as administrator was recognized by the token payment of

one pepper corn.

1 liam Cottier who had now come into possession of Lot

17 was himself a Loyalist. He had served in the Provincial Naval
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Kelvingrove k

Service as a second mate and settled in Ernesttown shortly after

the Peace. In 1788 he married, at St. John's Church, Bath, Mary,

daughter of Sergeant Daiid Williams, the first settler on Lot

19$ where the Millhaven Inn is located. Cottier was then k$ years

of age, and it would appear that he had been married before, since

at least two men and two women by his name and belonging to a

younger generation lived in the same locality at one time or an-

other. William Cottier was a prominent man in the community. He

was one of the founders of the Masonic Lodge in Bath, and became

its first Master. He was likewise the prime mover in the institut-

ion of theProvincial Grand Lodge. He lived to a ripe old age dying

in l843 at the age of 98 years.

On 10 May, l8ll, Cottier disposed of the north half of

Lot 17. '-^he indenture reads as follows:

'Whereby in consideration of 5 shillings paid by Daniel

Cottier, William Cottier has given and granted the north half of

Lot 17 in the first concession of Ernesttown to Daniel Cottier

and his wife Catharine Cottier to have and to hold during their

lives and the life of the survivor of them and after their de-

cease to their daughter Catharine Cottier, Junior, forever....

....that neither he the said Daniel nor his aid wife nor their

daughter aforesaid will during the natural lives of the said

illiam and Mary and the life of the survivor of them, grant &

or convey the above described premises to any person or persons

not appraved of by them, the said William and Mary.'

The terms &f the above indenture indicate that the trans-

fer of the north half of Lot 17 was a gift from William Cottier
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to Daniel, presumably his son, his wife and daughter, with the

stipulation that the latter could not sell the property to un-

desirable persons.

Daniel Cottier did not live to enjoy the fruits of his

labors on the North half of the lot. The burial records of St.

John's Church, Bath, show that he was buried on the 11 of June

following. The marriage of Daniel's daughter, Catharine to

William Bate, a person of a lower station, further alienated her

from Willaim. The result was that William, childless in his

second marital adventure, and growing older, along with his wife,

eventually made o^ther arrangements for Biis last days. In 1838,

being then ninety-three years of age, he mad an agreement with an

old friend and fraternal brother, Abel P. Forward, by which, the

latter assumed ownership of the south haldf of LCtl7» in return

for the care of the aging Cottiers. This agreement, dated 12

Feb., I838,

'Between Abel Phelps Forward, yeoman, of the Township

of Ernesttown, &c, and William Cottier, yeoman, and Mary Cottier,

his wife, of the same place, thereby Abel Phelps Forward is

bound to William and Mary Cottier in the penal sum of £500 law-

ful money to be paid to the said William and Mary Cottier, or. the

survivor of them. The condition of this obligation is that

Forward, truly pays to the said William and Mary Cottier, his wife,

during their, or either of their, natural lives a yearly sum

sufficient for the decent, comfortable and respectable mainten-

ance of the said William and Mary Cottier, and which yearly sura

is not to exceed L60 in each and every year and which annuity
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shall commence fro; : first dry of January now last past, then

this obligation to be null and void, otherwise in full force and

virtue.

'

; security dJor the above agreement, Abel Phelps Forward

issued a mortgage for fc-500 on the Ian uestion, it 'to be

nothing more than a collateral security from the said Abel Phelps

Forward, his heirs, executors and administrators or assigns to the

said William andMary Cottier, his wife, or the survivor of them to

secure to them the performance of a certain Bond from the said

Abel Phelps Forward, conditioned that he shall pay to William

Cottier and Mary Cottier, his wife, or the survivor of them a year-

ly sum sufficient for the decent, comfortable and respectable main-

tenance of them durin their or either of their natural live:
,

which said sum is not to exceed the sum of t 6C lawful money.

'

c*s. Mary Cottier survived this agreement by a little

more than two years, dying 18 August, 1840. William Cottier died

almost five years after the agreement. John C. Clark's diary

noted the death of the old man as occurring 21 January, l8^3i

aged 98 years. Forward, certainly pro fitted from the arrangement.

Cottier, surviving -lmost five years, received, at the very most

h 60 per year, for a total of h 300, a very reasonable price for

the land in question.

Abel P. Forward came from an old New England family long

resident in Belchertown, Mass., where his great, great grandfather,

Samuel, settled in the early l60Cs. His grandfather, Abel, married

Hannah Phelps, from whom he wqs named. Abel P. was born in 1788.





Kelvingrove 7

He married Abiah S. Fitch in 1811^, Their only son, William A.,

who became a Supreme Court Judge in Florida, was born in l8l3«

Abiah died in l8l4. In th same year Abel P. came to Canada,

locating in Bath. He returned to New England in l8l6, where

he married his second wife, Elizabeth Thorp. In l8l7 he re-

turned to Bath and opened the Mansion House Hotel, which he

operated until the purchase of the Cottier Farm in 1838. Abel's

second family of nine children included Dewitt C. , who married

Esther Clement and inherited Kelvingrove. At his death in 1900,

the farm devlved on his son, Charles C. Charles married Flora

J. Amey in October, 1882. Their only child, Dewitt C, born

in 1889 1 never married. The last of the Forwards, Dewitt C,

died in his sleep about 19^-2, thus ending over a century at

Kelvingrove. And with the passing of the Forwards came the end

of an era in the history of the Bay. The new owner became a

part-tine farmer employed, in industry, occupying the old house

built in 1812, yet clinging by a figurative thread to the time-

honored title of yeoman.

And soon sprawling, many-windowed, low - roofed structures

devoted to industry will occupy the meadows and pastures, and even

the summer-fallow, of six generations of yeoman, the backbone of

any nation.
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